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Box City – Cool City 

August 21st 11am to 5pm  
August 22nd 1pm to 5pm

Farmer’s Market: Lapeer Days 2009
What is Box City?
Box City is a FREE festival workshop event utilizing artistic expression and hands-on design for children of all ages.  The event is sponsored by Lapeer Neighborhoods, Inc. (LNI), a non-profit organization with a goal of preserving the housing stock in the City of Lapeer; The Downtown Business Association (DBA), a group that has a goal of promoting Downtown Lapeer and working together to make Downtown the heart of the Lapeer community; and the Lapeer Art Association (LAA), whose purpose is to coordinate, educate, promote and develop cultural activities in Lapeer County.  Each of these groups has chosen to spearhead this event in efforts to teach children about the “ingredients” for a healthy and desirable downtown.  
Program Concept:
The children will design a three-dimensional model of an urban environment.  The city is created by the children using their imagination and a variety of craft items, including the base structures, pre-folded cardboard boxes. Children will begin by filling out a “Building Permit” for one of the following categories: 

1. Places to Live (houses, condo's, apartments low rise/high rise, etc. )

2. Places to Work (factories, office buildings, bus station, water plant etc)

3. Places to Buy Things (dept. stores, grocery stores, shopping center etc.)

4. Places to Help People (hospital, fire/police dept, schools, churches etc)

As the “buildings” are completed, they are placed on a "City Grid", which includes streets (residential and commercial), parks, and color-coded squares where certain buildings may be constructed.  The entire process will take two days to complete, and will involve many volunteers, parents, and, of course, our “architects” – the children.

End Result:
In 2008, 276 children from ages 1 to 26 years old participated in the event and came from four states, thirty-four cities, and seventy-six schools/daycares.  The time and effort dedicated by each individual student to each individual building is proof that this is a quality learning activity.  Separately, these masterpieces are wonderful; but it is the combined total that makes “Box City” such an overwhelming artistic exhibit.  It is amazing to see the level of imagination, creativity, and artistic expression that is displayed in the final product. 
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Beginnings of a City – the blank canvas
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Registration - building permit application
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Craft selection – the design components
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The final Masterpiece – a thriving city!
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Cardboard Boxes - the raw structures
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Artists in action
